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Japanese are emerging from apprenticeship. In 646 the
Taikwa Reform instituted a new system of land tenure
and of taxation. Both involved in theory the transfer to
the central authority of ownership and jurisdiction which
had been held by the territorial gentry. It was an applica-
tion to Japan of the system then in operation in the Tang
Empire. But despite various revisions Chinese institutions
could not be made to fit the very different social theory of
the Japanese, whose strong feudal sense was behind the
clans. These were still largely independent, even if in
theory they held their lands in cfief from the emperor.
Nor could 'officials' of the Chinese type replace these
feudal lords. Chinese education might be imitated, might
even in theory provide an official career for a village boy:
it did not in reality change the hierarchical structure of
Japan. What the Reform really accomplished was a redis-
tribution of economic power, and a more uniform system
of taxation. The land was now in theory the property of
the emperor, but it was redistributed amongst the cul-
tivators according to the number of their households, and
for this purpose a census was taken. Rent was paid in
rice, and there was also a corvee and a produce-tax on
commodities other than rice. Certain official and temple
lands were exempt, and thus began a long process of enrich-
ment which made both monastic houses and clans unduly
powerful. For them the masses toiled, and military service
as well as forced labour bore heavily upon them.
In 702 the Taiho (Great Treasure) was formulated, a
code which, though based on Chinese models, actually gave
all the high offices, not to successful candidates in examina-
tions, but to the existing feudal lords. So old abuses were
perpetrated, and for a thousand years great families over-
shadowed the throne. To build up the growing national
sentiment the Kojiki—or Records of Ancient Things—
was compiled in 712. Pealing largely with mythology,
these records read back into early days the conditions of
Nara, and attempt to reconcile conflicting traditions, and
to edit all in consonance with Chinese ideas. Written

